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STE.YEAR PLAN TO DEVELOP BACKWARD AREAS

The Bix-Yoar Plan for the Development and the Ecouomic Reformation of' .
.Poland will undertake the redistribution of productive strength to eliainste
the great disproportlion in the levels of the economic and cultural life of ‘the
1ndividual areas. The development of the backvard and neglected areas vill ve
nne of its ohief tasks. K ¢

The upeven distribution of natural resources and transportation facilitles
rotards economic development of the varicus ereas and ie one of the reasons
for the economic Clsparity. :

Yuring the period between wara, nothing was done in Poland to equsliré
Jhe existing disprrities. These were further accontuated oy var devastation
add by the acquipitionof the weatern territorics, which for several canturies
had formed an integral purt of a foreign ecomomic structure. :

For an understanding of the magnitude of the tesk imposed by the Six-'
Yoar Plan, the dieparities mentioned abova can be olserved in the light of!
aveilable statietical data. ¢

The firss factor which may throw light cn the prodien ia the d.ls&ribufic’m
of population. According to 1 January 1948 data, the percentage of area asd
population vhish tze various wohwodztwos contridbute to tiie national total‘lm
glven below: :

Pexrcent of Total Percent of ’I'ot.ai

Wo Jewodztvo Ratl Pop !

Lublin ‘
Bialystok '
Oleztyn
Sgogecin
Poinan

-

Marked dieparity in the opposite direction is showr in Slask Wo Jevodztwo
vith 5.9 percent of the matiomal territory and 12.7 percent of the nationmal
population. :
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- The Tesettling processes of 1048 and: the Tirst-vart.of 1940 .undoubtediy
changed the above picture scmewhat in the western wo jewodztwos., -

: \
Smaller changes took place during this period in the degree of urbaniza«
tion of the yarioms regions of the country. Comparative figares of urban and
rural populations show the differences existing between the various wojewodz-
twos. On 1 January 1948, according to the census of popuiatioca; urban pophla-
tion was 33.8 percent of the total population. Comsiderable variatior frem
thia national averags is showi on the downward side ir the following wojewodz-
twos: Kielce, 21.9 percent urban populaiion, Lublin i5.9 percent, Bialystok
19. percent, Oleztyr 29.1 percent, Krakow 22,5 percent, and Rzeszow 17.2 ° -
percent. ) S : o :

Warsaw Wojewodutwo (17.8 percent) and Lodz WojJewodztwo (21.5 percent) may
bo. added to this list with ths comment, however, that the cities of Warsaw’and -
Lody with their lerge concentration of population (12.k percent of the total
matiomal urbvan population) are not included in the percentages given for the
wo Jewodztyos. and, obriously, would greatly affect the figures for thess twd
wo jevodztvwos, -

L

'y

Very marked also. are deviations in the opposite dirsction. The percentass
‘of ‘urtan population in Gdansk Wojewodztwo 1e 55.3 porcent, Pomorze 4¥0.6 per-
oent, Sgozecin 3.6 percent, Foznan 37.2 percent, Wroclaw 45.3 parcenmt, anfl
‘Blask; k4.0 percent " :

The density of population and the degres of urbsnization in each. separate ..
region is clomely correlated With ite economic development and with the distri-
bution of productive capacity. The percentage of population vhich eech wohawodz-
two contributes to the mational total and the percentage of its sbare of the
total national industrial employment is given below: 'l‘
Percont of Total Natl
Percent of Total Bmployment in Industry

Wo Jevodztvo Hatl Pop and Miping

Eielce

Lvdblin

Bialystok

Olastyn

Poznan

Krakow

Bzeazov 5 .
The correaponding figures for the largesl and etrougest economic cent?ra

are:

Warsay City : 5.

Lods City 1. T.

¥roolavw Wo jewodztwo . 2,

8laelk Wo Jewodziwo 12, 8.

As in the ceae of population and employment, the lack of development
appsars consistently in a 4! 3tinct group of wojewcdziwos in almost all spheres
of aotivity. It is seen in the sphore of commodity turmover -- especially’ in

_ socialized trade -- and in the sphers of heaith, if judged on the busis of the
number of doctors and hospital heds. .
In oulture and education, however, a differunt pictrre ig pressnted. In
same of the wojewsdstwos -- for instance Lublin, Blalystok and Oleztyn -- the
poroentago of their share of the netiocnal total of alemsntary schocls is
greater thon the percentagec of population which they contribute to the natiomai
toral..

Disproportions in other spheres are reduced and finally elirinated as the
8ix-Year Plan progresses. -- By Leopold Gluck.
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